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“Joining together to do what none of us can do alon e…” 
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An estimated 235 people 
turned out on a soggy June 
19th Saturday morning to wit-
ness the dedication of the new 
Lockkeeper’s House in New 
Bremen.  With a bit of music 
from local band AC Swing, 
Larry Dicke, President of the 
New Bremen Historic Associa-
tion welcomed visitors, thanked 
donors and board members 
before turning the microphone 
over to New Bremen Mayor 
Jeff Pape. 
 

Mayor Pape thanked the  con-
tractors for their efforts in build-
ing the beautiful Miami and 
Erie Canal Visitors Center:  
Hoge Lumber, Baumer Con-
struction, Garmann-Miller 
and Associates, Area Electric, 
Hoffman Decorating  and 
many others.  Mayor Pape then 

presented a Proclama-
tion from the Village of 
New Bremen, officially 
dedicating and opening 
the Visitors Center. 
 

Scott Frey, Executive 
Director, SWAC Cham-
ber of Commerce, wel-
comed State Senator 
Keith Faber (R-Celina) to 
the podium to present 
his letter and a letter 
from the General Assem-
bly of the Senate of Ohio 
in honor of the dedica-
tion of the new facility. 
 

Neal Brady, Executive 
Director of MECCA gave re-
marks about the importance of 
the Miami and Erie Canal in the 
history and development of our 
local communities.  Brady then 
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The Chamber of Commerce spent the 4th of July weekend in 
New Knoxville, at their annual Independence Day Celebration.  
Pictured at the right (seated) are Don Harrod (Village Admin, 
Minster), Wayne York (Village Admin, NB), Rex Katterheinrich 
(Village Admin NK), and Scott Frey (Chamber Director, stand-
ing).  Mr. Frey had the honor (and pleasure) of “officiating” the 
pie baking contest, which was skillfully judged by the three 
administrators.  Highlights of the weekend also included base-
ball, softball, live entertainment and fireworks 
 
“Being there to support our villages is one of the most impor-
tant roles the Chamber can play,” said Frey.  “If it weren’t for 
the three villages, there wouldn’t be a need for the Chamber.  
They are our three largest customers, and our job is to pro-
mote them, and help improve the quality of life in each com-
munity.”  Helping out at events is just one of the many ways 
the Chamber serves the three villages that make up the 
“Golden Triangle” of SW Auglaize County. 
 
“I continue to marvel at the willingness of local business own-

ers who consistently invest their time and money in support of 
our communities.  This 4th of July event is just another exam-
ple of how our communities come together to support one 
another,” said Frey.  “I am proud that the Chamber plays a 
role in this type of cooperation.” 

introduced Mr. John Hunter, ODNR for his 
comments before folks ventured to the 
LKH for Key Day to try their keys, enjoy 
the building, and have some lunch.  The 
winning key holder donated the $1,000.00 
prize back to the NB Historic Association. 



Executive Board  
 

Rob Albers 
President 

Lisa Davidson 
Vice President 

Chris Fyock 
Treasurer 
 

Board Members: 
 

Janet Hall 
Jay Purdy 
Sean Stroh 
Sheila Hirschfeld 
Ben Baumer 
Dennis Gaertner 
 

Staff: 
 

Scott M. Frey 
Executive Director 

Pam Sager 
Administrative Assistant 
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Mission 
Statement 

Southwestern Auglaize County Chamber of Commerce presents: 
“View from the Lockkeeper’s House” 

 

In an effort to promote the Miami and Erie Canal Visitors Center, I’ve begun a weblog or “blog.”  
While working with MECCA, the NB Historic Association and the Village of New Bremen, we discov-

ered that there wasn’t really much detailed information out there about day-to-day life in the “old 
Thompson house.”  Now, we can “chronicle” the happenings in and around the canal once again!  

Visit at www.locktender.blogspot.com , become a follower, and share your thoughts with us! 

Chamber Calendar of Events 
 

July 2010 
3-4 NK Independence Day Celebration NK Community Park 
13 Chamber Board Meeting  11:30 pm Lockkeeper’s House 
15 Golden Triangle Open Golf Outing 12:30 pm Arrowhead Park 
15 Sunshine Project Quarter Auction 7:00 pm Speedway Lanes NB 
18 Fishing Derby    9:30 am Miami & Erie Canal NB 
24 Fireman’s Picnic   Crown Pavilion, NB 
 

August 2010 
4 Business After Hours   5:00-7:00 pm Willy’s Tavern, Minster 
10 Chamber Board Meeting  11:30 am  Lockkeeper’s House 
20-22 Bremenfest    Crown Pavilion, NB 

Chamber Member Spotlight  

Golden Image Tanning & Fitness 
4233 SR 66 Minster, OH 45865 

(419) 501-2256  
Contact: Staci Bertke, Owner  

 
 

Golden Image is here to provide our clientele with the most optimal tanning experience possible. We offer our clients 
superior customer service, guidance, and the highest quality tanning equipment and skincare products. Come in and 
experience the cleanliness, comfort, and convenience at Golden Image. It’s the difference you will see and feel! 
 
We have UV tanning which includes two different levels of tanning beds. We also offer the Mystic Spray Tan. This is an 
easy way to get a quick tan in the convenience of a private spray tanning booth. 
 
A personal Trainer is available upon request, and Thirty-One Gifts (purses, bags, totes, etc.) are sold at this location! 
 

Hours of Operation  
 

Monday-Thursday        10:00am – 8:00pm 
Friday             10:00am – 5:00pm 
Saturday            10:00am – 3:00pm 
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New business comes to New  
Bremen, Grand Opening  

Celebration set for July 23-24 
 
Elmwood Assisted Living of New Bremen  will open their doors 
to the public for a Grand Opening Celebration on Friday July 23rd 
and Saturday July 24th.  The event will kick off Friday with a flag 
raising ceremony at 9:45 am. Tours will be provided from 10:00 
am until 7:30 pm.  Enjoy live entertainment Friday from 4:30 until 
8:00 pm.  Tours will continue on Saturday from 10:00 am until 
2:30 pm.  Refreshments and door prizes will be available, the 
public is welcome. 
 
Elmwood Assisted Living of New Bremen provides the follow-
ing services: 24-hr onsite nursing care, Alzheimer’s and memory 
care, respite and day care services, fine dining, suites for couples 
and individuals. 
 
Visit www.elmwoodcommunities.com  or call 419-977-2711 for 
more information.   

Golden Triangle “Summer Concert 
Series” continues all summer! 

 
 
 

Sunday July 11 New Bremen 6:30-8:00 PM 
 AC Swing  

Sunday July 18 Minster 7:00-8:00 PM 
 Mary Knapke “Music of Yesteryear” 

Sunday July 25 New Bremen 6:30-8:00 PM 
 Bette’s Polka Band  

Sunday August 1 Minster 7:00-8:00 PM 
 Bill Foley Trio  

Sunday August 8 New Bremen 6:30-8:00 PM 
 Tim Musser  

Sunday August 15 Minster 7:00-8:00 PM 
 Simple Harmony  

Sunday August 22 Minster 7:00-8:00 PM 
 The Back Porch Swing Band 

 
New Bremen concert venue:  Crown Pavilion 

Minster concert venue:  Minster Machine Centennial 
Park  

 

Please welcome your newest chamber members!! 
 
 

The 11th Annual “Golden Triangle Open” Golf Outing Fundraiser 
Thursday July 15, 2010 Arrowhead Park Golf Club 

 

“Golden Triangle” Sponsors: 
The Dannon Company and Elmwood Assisted Living of N ew Bremen 

 

“Silver Tee” Sponsors: 
Minster Bank and Heritage Manor Nursing Center 

 

“Bronze Birdie” Sponsors: 
Community Insurance Group of Minster, NK Telco, Joi nt Township District  

Memorial Hospital, Brookside Laboratories 
 

April 
Schaub Excavating– this excavator can be contacted by calling 419-738-8438 
 

May 
Angela Hamberg– is a representative of Prudential Financial and can be contacted by calling 419-394-8879 or by email at  
angela.hamberg@prudential.com 
Friends of the Library (NK/NB/Minster)-  can be contacted by calling your local libraries for information. 
 

June 
Elmwood Assisted Living of New Bremen–  This new assisted living facility can be contacted by calling 419-977-2711 or via 
email at kprueter@elmwoodcommunities.com.  Visit them online at www.elmwoodcommunities.com. 
Easy Campgrounds/Restaurant/Catering– can be contacted by calling 419-394-3836 



�   New Bremen Schools Superintendent Anne Harvey  
recently traveled to China with 10 Ohio school superinten-
dents in collaboration with the China Exchange Initiative, the 
Ohio Dept. of Education and the Buckeye Association of 
School Administrators.  Before traveling to China, Ms. Harvey 
hosted an administrator from China for a week. 
 
�   Joint Township District Memorial Hospital (St. Mary s) 
recently announced the expansion of their “Grand Health 
Challenge” to combat childhood obesity.  The expanded pro-
ject is called the “Grand Family Health Challenge.”  JTDMH 
partners with The Evening Leader (St. Marys) and The 
Auglaize-Mercer YMCA  (Celina/Minster) in running the pro-
gram. 
 
�   Stroh, Johnson and Company, LLP  has changed their 
mailing address to: “Stroh, Johnson and Company, LLP  
1201 Defiance Street  Wapakoneta, OH 45895.”   Please do 
NOT use the PO Box #. 
 
�   Cornerstone Rehabilitation, LTD. (Minster) would like to 
announce the addition of several new professionals to their 
staff:  Beth Eber, Licensed Massage Therapist; Abigail 
Cisco, Occupational Therapist; Aimee Jenkins, Physi cal 
Therapist; and Vanessa Seger, Physical Therapist As sis-
tant.  
 
�   The Chamber of Commerce would like to congratulate  
Karen Smith on her retirement as elementary/jr. high prin-
cipal with the New Bremen Schools.  Mrs. Smith served 39 
years with the school district.  The district has hired Diana 
Kramer  as the elementary principal.  Howard Overman is 
the jr. high principal. 
�
�   The Western Ohio True Value Hardware (Minster/St 
Henry) St Henry store was named a winner in True Value’s 
“Best Hardware Store in Town” nationwide program.  The 
store won for the region which covers Ohio, West Virginia 
and parts of Kentucky. 

·   Garmann/Miller (Minster) announces the addition of 
Ronald C. Smallwood, registered architect to their staff.  
Smallwood has over 30 yrs experience.  

·   The United Way of Auglaize County named Charlotte 
Parsons to be the chairperson for the 2010 campaign.  Par-
sons is Director of the Auglaize County Health Department. 

·    Freytag & Associates (Sidney) welcomes registered 
architect Dan Wyckoff .  Wyckoff has 23 years of architec-
tural design and programming experience. 

·    Stammen-Paragon Insurance  Agency (Celina)  re-
ceived an award for 2009, ranking No 1 in Agency growth 
with Merchants Insurance Group in Property Casualty busi-
ness. 

·    Coldwell Banker South Shore Realty (NB)  welcomes 
Brian Dabbelt and Kim Winner as real estate sales associ-
ates. 

·   Agape Ministries (St. Marys) opened the doors to their 
new thrift shop on May 24.  The new building is an expansion 
of their former thrift store. 

·   German Farmers Mutual Insurance Company (New 
Knoxville) was recently named to the Grinnell Mutual Rein-
surance Company President’s Club for 2010 as a top farm 
mutual company. 

·    Minster Bank welcomes Ron Meyer as Commercial 
Loan Officer with the firm.  Meyer has over 20 years banking 
experience. 

·   Miller’s Textile Services (Wapak) recently received 
“accreditation,” the industry’s highest rating for quality and 
safety from the Healthcare Laundry Accreditation Council 
(HLAC). 

·   First National Bank welcomes Brent Dawson  as Com-
mercial Loan Officer.  Dawson has over 14 years experience 
in the financial services industry. 
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Auglaize County Blood Mobile  
 

 

St. Marys  July 11  12:30 - 4:30 Union Hall Local 200   St. Marys  July 19   12 - 6         Eagles Lodge 
Wapakoneta  July 26  2 - 6  American Legion      Wapak July 29   11:30-5:30 St Joes 
Minster July 30  11 - 4 The Dannon Company     Wapak  Aug 5      1 - 6           Aug Cty Fair 
St. Marys Aug 16 12-6 Wayne St UMC      New Knox Aug 20     12 - 6       Amer. Legion 
 

For appointments, questions or information call: 
419-738-3213 or 1-800-GIVE LIFE 
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